Zoom Meeting of the ITBF Executive Committee
Tuesday 20th July 2021
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Meeting Notes/ Actions

			     	 
              	ITBF Memberships 2021-22

12 countries have paid their membership (at 20/7/21) so far which is encouraging given the ongoing covid situation. 
ITBF member Brazil (who have written to the ITBF to explain the situation in full) are currently in a financial crisis and deep recession with strict government restrictions imposed on payments abroad, and at the present are unable to pay their membership fee. 
In this situation the committee agreed that going forward, in order to attend the Newmarket Conference and Meeting in Newmarket in 2022, that any countries who have not previously settled their invoices in full, will be required to pay the entire fee of the 2021/22 membership before they can attend the 2022 Newmarket week.

Veterinary Chair, Dr Des Leadon, requested to the Chairman that consideration be given to contributing towards costs for ITBF attendance at the International Movement of Horses Committee at the IFHA in December. The meeting was not held last year due to Covid but is planned to go ahead in Hong Kong this year. The Chairman agreed that provision should be allowed for Des Leadon to represent the ITBF at this meeting (at a contributary cost of £3000 - which is less than the air fare). The committee agreed it is essential that Des Leadon attends this meeting on the ITBF’s behalf.



Subjects and Speakers for ITBF Webinar (scheduled 14th December 2021)                                                       

The Chairman confirmed that she had invited Juddmonte to speak at the next webinar. She had a positive response and Simon Mockridge (who heads up the European breeding operation for Juddmonte) who has agreed to speak for the main segment of our webinar.

ITBF Executive Committee Member in Australia, Tom Reilly, updated the committee on progress of the syndication section of the webinar and that Triple Crown (racing syndication) are to be invited. Although purely a racing syndicate, the committee felt it was of significant importance to cover this topic as ownership drives the breeding industry. The Chairman expressed that the legislation angle of it should be covered. Tom Reilly said Triple Crown will be able to cover this effectively, as well as how they successfully drive the demand and engagement with their customers.

Veterinary topics – Des Leadon said that the ICC disease updates should be included and also a report on the High Health Breeding concept. The Chairman suggested that Lawsonia does need to be included as requested by Japan and also as suggested by a breeder in Norway following the last webinar.

ITBF Veterinary Committee – interim report on current matters
                                       
Disease update
Disease update from Des Leadon reported that the ICC quarterly report showed the incidents of EIA was at 21 in Canada and 12 in Italy – illustration of the importance of the International Codes of Practice. A focus on the control of that disease and EVA which is still very much active in continental Europe, as is Herpes in terms of abortion and nervous forms. The disease update is a reminder of value of the investment from the industry in the Codes and the effectiveness at controlling both herpes and EIA.

IFHA Minimum Welfare Standards update
The Chairman updated on the IFHA (International Federation of Horseracing Authorities) committee on breeding welfare. The very ambitious agenda initiated by the IFHA is based on the existing welfare protocols that the IFHA have in place for racing. The ITBF are represented on the board by KR and DL – the 2 meetings so far of the committee on zoom indicate it is still very much work in progress to set out the protocols. It has also been pointed out by the ITBF representation that there cannot be the same levels of expectancy from all countries. As just one point of example, to demonstrate this; initial suggestions put forward by someone on the breeding welfare committee, that all coverings should be carried out indoors, when as pointed out by the ITBF, that would be neither possible, or even necessary, in some countries. As a result the welfare committee has agreed that there needs to be a broader look at the criteria to be set. This reporting on breeding welfare standards is set to last 2 years and will then be submitted to the IFHA board. It is not yet known where the findings will go thereafter.

Post-brexit developments
Post Brexit developments are still up in the air regarding equine transportation in Europe but DL reported on progress with the HHB (High Health Breeding) initiative that EFTBA (European Federation of Thoroughbred Breeders’ Associations) has been lobbying to the OIE, EU Commission and National Governments. The recognition of the International Codes of Practice as the basis for movement of horses and the mandatory uptake of the digital passport – which has officially just been launched by Weatherbys in the last few days. It allows horses that are fully compliant with the International Codes of Practice and have HHB status and this certification is then held within their digital passport, enabling travel without all the high levels of paperwork currently required for health certification as well as the current physical delays being experienced in transportation. The digital passport certifies freedom from disease compliance for that animal - the electronic version of the passport being tamper-proof and fully compliant as it requires 30 day tests are carried out by state accredited laboratories only. This digital system will also give authorities valuable information regarding disease surveillance. EFTBA are hoping that the there is a tsunami wave of support for the HHB/Digital Passport and that it is universally adopted as the significant way forward for enhanced international movement of horses.
						              	         

ITBF General Meeting in Newmarket 2022				         		
Proposed programme of events
There is a full and varied schedule being planned with sponsors of events currently being sought ITBF is working  in conjunction with the British TBA to host this General Meeting and Veterinary Conference. Details of the proposed itinerary are to be sent out to members at the beginning of November. The Committee agreed to the proposed programme of events. This will begin on the evening of Monday 6th June  and conclude at lunchtime on Friday 10th June 2022. The itinerary fulfils  all essential elements: educational, informative, social and showcases all that Newmarket (The Headquarters of Racing and breeding) has to offer.
It is planned around international guests being able to maximise on their visit to England and tie in with attending top-class racing in the UK & Europe in June.
3rd - 4th June Epsom Derby (officially part of Her Majesty the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Celebration Weekend) 
6th – 10th June ITBF Week 
11th – 12th June Racing in France
13th June Goffs London Sale
14th – 18th June Royal Ascot 
*** French Classics: Oaks and Derby dates to be confirmed
						
General Meeting – Proposed Conference Subjects 
Pattern of Racing and the Grading System 
SITA – Developing a Worldwide Sales Code of Practice. SITA is to be invited to speak on the possibilities.
Digital Passport relevant to HHB  (High Health Breeding) and the future ease of worldwide transportation of TB’s.
First-season Sire Insurance – A healthy debate between insurance companies, the purchaser of the policy and the underwriters. Understanding the all important T&C’s to comply with making a claim.
Japan’s Record-breaking Sales Results – the astonishing success in the sales ring over the last 2 years despite the most difficult global situation 
Further Topics to be put forward  by the Southern Hemisphere


Veterinary Conference - Potential Subjects
Des Leadon said that the herpes vaccines were of great importance and also the control of AIE which needs vigilance. He commented that South Africa are likely to have had an audit by June 22 and there may be subjects as a result of this. DL said that he will do a review of disease report and a reminder that each country needs to play.
Gene doping is a subject of significance and one that should be covered at the conference.

Sub-committees progress
Commercial – The ITBF is to continue to pursue gaining free advertising within Auction Catalogues in USA and Australia (via Dan Metzger, USA and Tom Reilly, Australia) to promote its work of global importance within the Breeding Industry	.
Legislative – See IFHA Welfare Standards Committee notes above.									

Next Meeting 
The Executive Committee next meets by zoom meeting at midday 21st October 2021
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